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Borough of Archbald Comprehensive Plan - As Adopted March 15, 2023 

Archbald Borough was incorpated in 1877 from Blakely Township and named after James Archbald, 
who was very prominent in the development of the Lackawanna Valley, both economically and 
industrially. One railroad manager described Mr. Archbald as follows: "The simplicity of his character, 
the purity of his life, _and the uprightness of his dealings; have made his name synonymous with 
honesty. He never failed in his work, he never refused a favor, nor harbored an enemy and he never 
solicited an office." 

The Eynon area was named after Thomas Eynon, a Welshman who developed coal mines in the area. 
Coal mining played a major role in the history of Archbald. The first mines opened in the Hill Street 
area of the Borough in 1846. At one point, the main mine, the Gravity Slope Colliery, employed over 
1,700 men. In 1942, the conveyor line to the top of the breaker (the device for breaking up the coal 
from the mine) collapsed, and the breaker was permanently shut down. 

D. EXISTING LAND USES BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Archbald has no defined "downtown" area. The Village of Eynon is located in the southwest portion 
of the Borough, and the Village of Archbald is in the eastern part of the Borough.1 Both villages are
primarily residential in nature. (see land use map on the following page). The primary artery through 
Eynon is Eynon-Jermyn Road, and the primary artery through the Village of Archbald is South Main 
Street. 

Residential 

Residences account for one of the largest land uses in the Borough (along with recreation). Residential 
uses are concentrated in: 
• the Village of Eynon, north of Betty Street,
• the Village of Sturges, south of Betty Street, and
• the Village of Archbald, east of Main Street/Eynon-Jermyn Road.

The majority of residential uses are single-family homes. Much of the more recent construction has 
been townhomes. One mobile home park, Valley View Estates, is located along the west side of Eynon­
Jermyn Road near the border with Jermyn. 

Commercial 

Areas of commercial land use are scattered throughout the Borough. Larger concentrations of 
commercial uses are located along Eynon-Jermyn Road, Scranton-Carbondale Highway, and South 
Main Street. 

1 
Villages in Pennsylvania are simply general areas kno\VIl to local residents. Villages have no legal status or 

governmental structure. Both villages, Eynon and Archbald, as well as the remainder of the incorporated area, are 
governed by the Borough of Archbald. 
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Archbald Survey 
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